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INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 AF-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO SCS-03 SCA-01 

COME-OO SY-04 USSS-00 SCCT-02 AID-20 IO-14 CIAE-00 
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R261615Z APR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3200 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 

CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 2500 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRN PINS GR 

SUBJ: PASSENGER SHIPPING IN MEDITERRANEAN: SECURITY 
THREAT TO AMERICAN TOURISTS 

REF STATE 072849 

1. SUMMARY: EMBASSY MADE APPOINTMENT WITH CAPT. A. KARAMITROS, 
HELLENIC COAST GUARD CHIEF OF PORT POLICE, TO TAKE UP MATTER 
RAISED IN REFTEL. WHEN EMBASSY CONFIRMED APPOINTMENT, 
KARAMITROS STATED INQUIRY SHOULD BE TRANSMITTED VIA FOREIGN 
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MINISTRY AND HE UNABLE SEE AMERICAN OFFICER UNLESS APPLICATION 
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MADE THROUGH FOREIGN MINISTRY; HE COULD, HOWEVER, TALK 
TO GREEK EMPLOYEE. 0. BOUCAS, ECONOMIC ADVISER, CONDUCTED 
INTERVIEW DURING WHICH KARAMITROS OUTLINED SUCH MEASURES AS 
PORT POLICE CAN EMPLOY TO MITIGATE THREAT. KARAMITROS, 

HOWEVER, APPARENTLY DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT TERRORIST ATTACK ON 
CRUISE VESSEL AT ALL LIKELY. IN ADDITION, EMBASSY HAS ADVISED 
GOG VIA DIPLOMATIC NOTE OF OUR CONCERN. MFA NOW PURSUING 
MATTER THROUGH ITS OWN CHANNELS. 

2. KARAMITROS STATED PORT POLICE HAS WILLINGLY RESPONDED TO 
REQUESTS FROM SHIPPING COMPANIES TO MAKE FROGMEN AVAILABLE TO SEARCH 
HULLS (LAST TIME THIS OCCURRED WAS WHEN SS FRANCE VISITED 

PIRAEUS EN ROUTE ISRAELI 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION). 

3. GREEK CRUISE SHIPS HAVE SECURITY SQUADS COMPOSED OF SELECTED 
OFFICERS AND CREW MEMBERS. KARAMITROS VOLUNTEERED NO FURTHER 
INFORMATION ON THESE SQUADS; NOR DID HE INDICATE WHETHER THEY 
HAVE ACCESS TO SIDEARMS. 

4. KARAMITROS REVEALED THAT MINISTRY OF MERCHANT MARINE HAS 
SECURITY PLAN WHICH CAN BE SPEEDILY IMPLEMENTED IN CASE OF 
EMERGENCY. HE DID NOT REVEAL DETAILS OF THIS PLAN, WHICH HE 
SAID IS CONFIDENTIAL. 

5. KARAMATROS CONSIDERS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT PIRACY WILL BE 
ATTEMPTED ON ANY PASSENGER OR CRUISE SHIPS IN MEDITERRANEAN. 

A VERY LARGE GROUP OF TERRORISTS, HE ASSERTED, WOULD BE REQUIRED 
TO SUBDUE AND EFFECTIVELY CONTROL A CRUISE LINE; SUCH A LARGE 
GROUP COULD EASILY BE DETECTED WHEN BOARDING. IN RESPONSE TO 
EMBOFF'S RETORT THAT ONLY A FEW DESPERADOS COULD, BY TAKING 
HOSTAGES, IMPOSE THEIR WILL, KARAMITROS STATED ENIGMATICALLY 
THAT IN CASES LIKE THIS THE MATTER BECOMES A POLITICAL ONE AS 
WELL, AND ONLY THE GOG ITSELF CAN DECIDE ON THE METHODS TO BE 
EMPLOYED TO NEUTRALIZE SUCH PEOPLE. 

6. IN CLOSING, KARAMITROS SAID THAT TOURIST TRAFFIC IS SO 
DENSE DURING SUMMER MONTHS THAT IT VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO MAKE THOROUGH CHECKS OF ALL PASSENGERS 
TRAVELING ON CRUISE SHIPS, FERRIES, ETC. AUTHORITIES ARE ON 
ALERT, HOWEVER, AND CAN ACT IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT OF AN 
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ALARM SIGNAL FROM ANY VESSEL. 

7. INASMUCH AS ABOVE RESPONSE NOT VERY ENCOURAGING, EMBASSY 
PREPARED NOTE STATING, IN PART, "EMBASSY VERY MUCH CONCERNED 
OVER THIS THREAT AND WISHES ALERT APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES 
WITHIN GOG TO THIS MENACE IN ORDER THAT ADEQQUATE SECURITY 
MEASURES MAY BE TAKEN." EMBOFF PERSONALLY DELIVERED NOTE 
TO MFA APRIL 26. REACTION BY AMERICAN DESK OFFICER WAS ONE 
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OF CONCERN. HE ASSURED EMBOFF THAT WARNING WOULD BE PASSED 
TO APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. MFA WILL CALL AND ARRANGE FOR 
FURTHER MEETING AT WHICH OFFICIAL RESPONSE WILL BE GIVEN. 

TASCA 
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